Z for Zachariah Writing Assignments

Respond to 3 of these topics. For each topic, write a 5-7 sentence paragraph that includes brainstorming, a double-spaced rough draft edited with your proofreading checklist and a double-spaced good copy formatted according to your assignment layout guidelines. Each paragraph is worth 6 marks. Print this sheet out if you like.

1. The first and last sentences in the novel indicate that Ann is a dynamic character. Explain with clear examples from the novel why her attitude changes.

2. With examples from the novel clearly describe why Ann has ubuntu.

3. Was Loomis mad all along or did he become mad some time while he was in the valley. If the latter, explain with examples why and when he became mad.

4. The title is explained on pages 60-1. Do additional research, if necessary, to fully understand the title. Explain why it is or isn’t an effective title. Make sure you explain what makes a title effective. If you think it isn’t an effective title, explain what would be an effective one and why.

5. Explain with clear examples why the phrase “the more you have, the more you want” does or doesn’t apply to Loomis or Ann.

6. Carefully study the map of the valley a student drew at http://www.kl.unibe.ch/sec2/neufeld/arbeiten/mng/zachari/map.html. Describe its merits and explain all the ways of improving it.

7. In paragraph 4 of page 172, Ann uses the word “stupidly,” thereby giving us a sense of what she thinks of herself through the author’s use of indirect characterization. Explain what we learn about Ann’s opinions about herself from her using that word and explain why you do or do not agree with her attitude.

8. In the last chapter of the novel, Ann goes back to confront Loomis. Clearly explain with examples from the novel whether you think that was realistic for her to do.

9. On the last page of the novel we learn that Ann feels her last words to Loomis were childish. Clearly explain with examples from the novel why you agree or disagree.

10. On the last page of the novel, Loomis gives advice to Ann. Clearly explain what advice he is giving, what Ann should do about it and after all that has taken place whether you think that it was realistic for Loomis to give her advice.

11. This novel is set after a war where nuclear and chemical [nerve gas] weapons were used; both are weapons of mass destruction [the third WMD category is biological weapons like anthrax]. Think about how you reacted to this post-war wasteland setting of the novel and how characters tried to survive and thrive. Think about [and maybe research] the countries in the world today that possess weapons of mass destruction [especially the handful of countries that possess or are developing nuclear weapons] and what various countries are doing in response to Iraq’s feared possession of WMD’s. Explain clearly with examples from the novel and from the real world how this novel has affected your opinions about countries’ possession, research or use of WMD’s.

