Flowers for Algernon Writing Assignments

Respond to 3 of these topics. For each topic, write a 5-7 sentence paragraph that includes brainstorming, an outline, a double-spaced rough draft edited with your proofreading checklist, and a double-spaced good copy formatted according to your assignment layout guidelines. Each paragraph is worth 6 marks. Ensure you include reasons and examples from the novel in all of your responses.

1. Explain why you think it was or was not legitimate for Charlie to be able to decide whether to be involved in the treatment.

2. Compare the treatment of, feelings towards and reactions to developmentally disabled people in the book versus your life experience. Which is more respectful?

3. Compare the portrayal of developmentally disabled people in this book with any book, story, play, movie or TV show.

4. Explain with examples Charlie’s most important character trait. Explain why you value it.

5. When Charlie had augmented intelligence there were disadvantages. If we could spend $50,000 to use a technological experiment to extend our lifespan to 150-200 years, what would the disadvantages be of living that long?

6. Describe how Charlie becomes more popular at various parts of the novel. What changes might you have to undergo in order to become more popular (better looking, more athletic, more intelligent), and what would it be like to have an operation that would effect such a change?
7. Explain why it is or isn’t a good idea to make everyone as smart as Charlie became at his peak.

8. Choose one day from Charlie's life to look at from another point of view. Write a progress report about the events on that day from the point of view of Miss Kinnian or one of the doctors. Be sure to include the date, page number and details that show how your report relates to Charlie's.

9. Explain why you think we should or shouldn’t pursue artificial intelligence as shown in the Algernon and Charlie experiment?

10. Explain why you think Charlie was or wasn’t a good subject; remember to define what would make a “good” subject.

11. “Everyman” is a traditional character in literature who represents an ordinary person, one who is representative of the human race. Explain what character traits and plot situations make Charlie an “Everyman.”

12. Explain why the title is effective.

Some of these assignments were adapted from these sites:

http://www.learner.org/channel/workshops/isonovel/Pages/Reidpage.html
http://www.scifi.com/sfw/issue76/classic.html
http://www.freebooters.org/connie/flowers/

http://www.freebooters.org/connie/flowers/student.html#response%20questions
