English 9 - Course Outline

English 9 is about communication.  Communication is all about understanding what people are communicating to us, reflecting on those ideas and expressing our own ideas in various ways.  We will study how to understand what people are trying to communicate to us, how to maturely and effectively analyze ideas and literature, and how to powerfully express what we want in life and what we think about life.  This course requires a strong, steady commitment and much consistent, hard work.  Anything less indicates you aren't truly serious about passing and you will find yourself risking failure.  By the end of this course, you will be competent or excel in the following areas:

Course Contents

Drama


- Shakespearean comedy; shorter, contemporary drama

Grammar and language


- parts of speech, sentences

Media studies


- gender, culture and class issues in the media; its influence on and role in personal identity, culture, emotions, and choices 

Non-fiction studies


- articles, social and global issues, non-fiction as literature

Poetry


- personal expression; poetic styles, devices and terms; analysis and reflection; Shakespeare’s sonnets

Short fiction and novels


- literary terms and devices, story structure, responding to literature

Public speaking and debating


- oral presentations, speeches, debating, recitals

Work Habits and Study skills


- effective work habits, personal organization, test preparation

Writing skills


- the writing process, the editing process, responses to literature; narrative, persuasive, descriptive and expository paragraphs and multi-paragraph compositions

Student Evaluation

• Assignments, quizzes, tests, and homework 
marked according to set criteria
45%

• Formal Writing Assignments
40%
• Final Exam
15%

Please take this course outline home to your parents or guardians.  Ask them to read it and our classroom environment on the back side.  Please have them sign below indicating that they have read and understood this information.  Keep this course outline in the front of your English 9 binder.  Please sign this yourself as well to indicate that you understand what is involved in this course.

Parent/Guardian signature:


Your signature:



